IFASC
P.O. Box 3183

Carmel, IN 46038
ASC Members:

When we open the mail we are provided numerous opportunities to contribute our hard earned dollars to many “worthwhile” causes. I don’t know about you, but I’ll never have to buy another return address label for the rest of my life! So, how hopeful am I of convincing you to “contribute” some of these same dollars to a fund for a bunch of politicians? Maybe I should just stop here.

No, I’m going to give it a try. Last year your Board of Directors decided to establish the first Political Action Committee in the history of the IFASC. Why did we make that decision? Surely we had enough to do without getting involved in the political process. But we were involved. In the past two years the Indiana General Assembly has debated measures that would have outlawed physician self referrals, would have implemented a certificate of need program for new ambulatory surgical centers, and one that would have placed a moratorium on the construction or expansion of ASCs. And that wasn’t all. Another bill would have required extensive reporting on charity care provided for ASCs. A new proposal would tax any health facility that doesn’t have an emergency room. On the positive side we have sought legislation to allow us to participate in any health network.

In short, the Legislature has been debating issues affecting our very lifeblood. With the help of our lobbying team that we engaged two years ago, we have prevented any of the negative bills from passing. But our opponents, including the major insurance companies, the State Chamber of Commerce, some labor unions and the automobile manufacturers have great clout at the State House. They have convinced many prominent lawmakers that we are the cause of increased healthcare costs in the State of Indiana! We are working overtime to combat their influence, and to insure our place at the table when these issues are being discussed. 

Candidly, political contributions help in this effort. They don’t convince any legislator of the merits of our causes, but they often help in insuring that the right doors are open at the right times. Since the inception of the PAC we have contributed approximately $6,000 to legislators of both parties that have treated us fairly on our issues. Recipients have expressed great appreciation for our support, and continue to solicit out input on these issues.

For these reason we believe that we have to become increasingly involved in the legislative process. So, about those dollars…we are asking that our members contribute to the IFASC-PAC at levels that the individual facilities, or in the case of non-profits, their key personnel, can afford. Suggested contributions would be $1000.00 for large facilities, and $500.00 or $250.00 for smaller facilities. Checks should be made out to the IFASC-PAC and forwarded to:

IFASC, P.O. Box 3183, Carmel, IN 46083

Thank you for helping us help you.

Sincerely,

Galinton C. Bryan

PAC Chairman
